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WASHINGTON, Feb. 16-—An
Anvestigating committee of Lhe
Organization of Arnerican
States was reported teday lo
have found that Communist in-
‘fluence in last month’s anti-
‘United States riots in Panama
was minimal.

It also found, after a week-
long inquiry, that the f‘u‘e-i;
power used by United Statesi
troops to keep Panamanian
mobs from penetrating the Ca-
nal Zonc was “‘disproportion-
atc” to the threat posed to the
|security of the United States-
occupied territory.

The five-nation committee
also decided that the action of

if deemed excessive, did not
aggression.

Ths committee, still in Pana-
ma, was appointed by the Coun-
cil of the inter-American or-
|ganization to look into Pana-
ima's charges and to scck can-
viliation in the dispute.

{The head of the fact-find-
ing group said in Panama
that a formula for peacc in
the dispute would probahbly
be presented to both sides
Monday.]

A confidential account of the
committee’'s investigation was
received by  Latin-American
diplomats here over the week-
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considered, however, as giving
that Lhe United
furned  the
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armed aggression,”
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It 5. uarerstood, therefore,
that L
reporl to the Conneil will de-
clave izl there js no ground
to inv anv of thie sanctions

providiet by the ~io de Janciro
HTreaty of Reciprocal Assistance,
lunder which the inquiry is be-
ling carvied eut.

| Instead the investigating team
‘will now concentrate on find-
[ing some formula acceptable to
the two sides so that they can
reswme normal diplomatie rela-

ipriatants that led to Lhe trouble.
In reviewing the
the clashes, which left 24 per-

wounded,
L.emphasize the deep nationalistic

end.
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These  differences werae “"tigiv'&ng the United States cone.

crol of the Canal Zong, the.

Panama's charges! dommittee considered it unreals,

istic for Washington to mag-

inin’ Alnire the. role of Commuriist

agitation. .
. The group was also known tol

committee in its finallyave supported the view..that

Washington’s praize of the con-;
duet of Its troops in the Canal’
Zone did little to help easc ten»
sionis between the two countries.
Earller efforts to wmediaie
were made by an O. A. 8. group
known. as the Inter-American
 Peace Committee. That group's
etforts -collapsed after the
| United Siates refused to guar-
antee to Panama that it would
negotiate a new canal treaty
and the Panamanian Govern-
ment revived the charges of
aggression it originally nlaced
' before the council Jan. ii.
' Following a later Paasaman-
iian reguest for action under
the Rio Treaty of 1047, the

justify Panama’s charges of|sons dead and several hundred: coyneil of the Organization of
the committee willl American States agrced Feb. 4

to constitute itself an *“organ
of consultation” on behalf of
the Western Hemisphere for-
eign ministers. It then -ap-
pointed a committee with wide
powers to investigate and me-
diate the conflict. :

The committee’s chairman is
Ambassador Juan I. Plate of
Paraguay. Jts other members
are Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico
and Uruguay.
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